Options for immediate reconstruction of the traumatized temporomandibular joint.
The management of condylar fractures is one of the most controversial topics in the repair of the maxillofacial skeleton. An extensive volume of literature exists describing the various indications for a specific treatment of this injury. This article outlines the absolute and relative indications for an open procedure and describes three different modalities for the immediate reconstruction of the temporomandibular joint system. Three different case reports are used to illustrate the respective procedures--replacement of the temporomandibular joint with autologous rib graft, replacement of the temporomandibular joint with an alloplast, and vertical ramus osteotomy for repositioning of the condylar stump. The discussion section reviews the findings and preferences of various treatment modalities described in the literature, along with the advantages and disadvantages.